'THE HIGHEST AND SUPREME COURT'

whereof, albeit we, being your King and Sovereign, do recognize
no superior in earth, but only God, and not being subject to the
laws of any other earthly creature; yet because ye be, under us,
by God's calling and ours, the most principal minister of our
spiritual jurisdiction within this our realm, who we think
assuredly is so in the fear of God, and love towards the observ-
ance of his laws (to the which laws we, as a Christian King,
have always heretofore, and shall ever most obediently submit
ourself), will not therefore refuse (our pre-eminent power and
authority to us, and our successors, in this behalf, nevertheless
saved) your humble request, offer, and towardness; that is, to
mean to make an end, according to the will and pleasure of
Almighty God, in our said great cause of matrimony; which hath
so long depended undetermined, to our great and grievous un-
quietness and burden of conscience. Wherefore we, inclining
to your humble petition, by these our letters, sealed with our seal
and signed with our Sign Manual, do licence you to proceed in
the said cause, and to the examination and final determination
of the same; not doubting but ye will have God and the justice
of the said cause only before your eyes, and not to regard any
earthly or worldly affection therein. For assuredly, the thing
that we most covet in this world is so to proceed, in all our acts
and doings, as may be most acceptable to the pleasure of Almighty
God, our Creator, and to the wealth and honour of us, our
succession, and posterity, and the surety of our realm and subjects
within the same.

Early in April Katharine was informed that Henry had
married ' the other lady ' more than two months before.1 Cran-
mer was consecrated on March 30, and on May 10 he opened his
court at Dunstable, On the 23rd he gave his sentence:2 Henry
and Katharine had never been lawfully married. On the 28th
he declared that the King and Anne Boleyn were lawfully mar-
ried, and on June i he crowned Anne. The summons to her
coronation, it will be noticed, is dated April 28.

1  Chapuys to the Emperor.   L.P. VI, 351.   April 16, 1533.

2 L.P. VI, 528, etc.   S.P. I, 396.

T-7T